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HRISTMAS has come from China this year. When
the Emma Maersk docked in Felixstowe last month
the quarter-mile-long vessel brought the biggest
single delivery of Cgﬂs tmas goods ever. Of the
11,000 containers on board, 3,000 were destined for
Britain bringing about 1,886, 000 Christmas decora-
tions, 1,350,000 boxes of crackers and 12,800 MP3 players

among thousands of other including train sets, com-
puter equipment, fairy lights and even mince pies.
that the days of the

tradit.ional

ere manufactured in the Far East,
buying o

only goods from eountry, have
gune. I wanted to see if this theory was true and, as my eigh!.-yea.t-mg-
aughl;erMenﬂywaswm leting her list for Santa as the Emma Mae

s dropping anchor, now seemed
the time to buy British.
As soon as 1 saw Merrll,v s list, T
rea.l.ised this was going to be difficult.
She wanted: one t.endo game con-
es to play on it. three
an iPod Nano music
e of the TV

ﬂe’a her list is made
in t‘»he 'U'K in every:hjn% aparf.
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Spencer. Only it's not, From
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the packaging.

learn that the
firm makes the games Articulate,
Chain Reaction and Absolute Balder-
dash at its factory in Kettering. I
order them all at £25 each.
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Most are, she s: and suggests Hor-
rm E[enry‘s Christmas Cracker, The
Dur Teacher Went Batty and
use Of Fun.
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themhmuﬂurnumrgjﬂldm

I scour
suitable for an it old. I find a
£59 bread. eighyeapm i

ad-

Bakery in Cumbria, and an Emma
Bridgewater dollies’ tea set made in

Bwke-enmt whichcost 240.@0
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| by Rachel
Halliwell

arrived from China today,’ he says. ‘1
have become part of the problem.*

I haven't been able to find any baby
books in n t!{:taesho aumeyhavgepﬁ
ups an 5

ps r‘arpEasfywhelguIabuur is
ghea r. But Bridie must have anemr

er

) . They
post out a delightful hook our little
girl as a super ero. It costs £17.50,
but is hi al and better than
anything 1 a\re'-seen in the shops.

And you don't get much more patri-
otle than a pair of £16 leather
Jack booties, handmade in Wales.

Y CYCLING-mad hus-

band Carl, 42, had hoped

for a place at a r-

tuguese campto

prepare for next year's

raj season. He niso wanted a
mobile phone with an MP3

the new Jamie Oliver co bunk

surely, must be printed here.

Obviously, the trip is a non- stnrsen

And when Motorola bought the last

British mobile phone manufacturer,

s«em:lﬁi last year, production moved

1also order nd
for £14.95 n‘om Getting Personal in
Cheshire, which features Merri
name on every page — but I'm s
searching for something with that
wowmfavtun

I discover a company called Merry-
thought, which makes rocl horses
in Ironbﬂdge Shropshire. 're
not cheap and I spend £500 one. It is

ut M ‘will adore i

Wner six—munth-o!d sister Brid.ie

once she's old enough to play on it.
_Within a week of g‘lacingu:?y order,
rocking

horse was one of the last toy.

So what abou
of presents, a doll's hme The internet
leads me to John Wilson, am‘t}ﬁ-
who agrees to take on the co; 5
working to a budget of £150. ,

In all, I have s w!:ent mo un Mer

— miore than t
would have cost — but at Iea_.sl; all her
are British.
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¢ blocks, wooden: trgmshndjank-ln-
tho bm:es, they are all from China.

‘Do y any toys
inthe UK?’!asktheEarU Learning
Centre. “They're all made in Hong

me. No
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Again l‘ turn to the !nt.ernet for
inspiration. Eventually I find a beau-
tiful rag- dnll, handmade by a woman
from Box Tree Baby in Yorkshire, but
at £31.50 it is thre¢ times the cost of
lts lmported counterpart,
try Andrew Hinks in Norfolk, who

makes Jack-in-the-boxes. But when
I call he says he stopped mnkimE
them last year because he couldn’
compete with cheaper versions
imported the Far East.

As we speak he Is unpacking a box of
dolls to sell on to toyshups ‘They

Si n

the cookbook is printed in Italy.
I ammdﬁgenmned to !hggthim {gz‘?}-
with eyeling, but what? Vir-
all and accessories are
made in the East. In desperation I
call Carlton Reid, the editor of the
t'.yclj.ng website BlkeBiz, who steers
e in rE.[l'ne ﬂ%: ,directiuﬁ 'Ilinghta;' he
5aYS, cashire

nmke-th%p\fext in the world.”

e is a_ British success story,
em 65 people and exporting to
42 countries, But the lights cost £195
— more tlmn most eople would

nd on a e a set of hubs
(the bits that min the middle of the
wheel) sets me back another £170.,
But what about the mobile phone?
five days' bi on eBay [ buy a
Sendo phone — one of the last the firm
roduced in Britain — for £62. It even
an MP3 . Vodafone is the sole
remaining network opmtor. s0 1
?np oneorthn!ﬂ' SIM cards in and there
an entirely British
I am the easiest to buy for. 'Msr
favourite cosmetics store is Lush and
the Manchester shop manager
assures me that every item in there
was hand-made in Dorset.
Silhouette International, a beauty
in Cheshire, mkes its own

so
husband could nol. begmr.t
4 60 jsr of arga.nlc cnumlat%g
ural Collection,

men

Apart [ the
all the decoratmns and tbod for the

big d: uy a
ngim n'um Sue Riley of Ivy Cot-
a,g'e in Wilmslow, which costs
£25, is 6ft tall and looks magnificent.
But its branches are very dark and I
don't have any fairy lights. I have
called 20 lighting websites, and every
department store and garden centre




