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MRS MONEYPENNY

Fat chance

s are & conwndram. Before youw @l
Gmﬁte i arel tell me what the defini-
thie of “cenundemn” g, 1 will quaola
from the Merriam-Webster Onlioe IMect-
icnary wnd tell you that the definition [ am
=N 5 “an intrieate and diffiealt problem'.
Dan't wet me weange, T lowve the poocess af
nving - and recedving - gifs. And this time
| af wear B oa grsal epportanity Lo iodalge 3
| daing se It is just thet the Lsae of what to
| e, arl e wham, i3 preving an oy mind 1
find myself making lists in the baek of my
pnolehosk during asiaess oweedings and
then wandering where 1 will find the time
L o aend et @bl thee idems listed,

At the office we have far some years
alapted fhe seecalled “Beccet Santa” sy
tem. Everyone draws a name out of & lak
el then Teas B oy o prascnd cesting e
than £10 {which 15 refunded by the com-
pany) far whemesver they have drywn. On
the dny of aur Christmas lumcly we ceremio-
niadly apen ese prosents one by one mml

[ =ee who has mansged 1o oy the mast avigi-
nal and amusing gife far e coulamly
selected recipient. The pressare to owtdo
each ather in ariginality and amuse.

Tz wrestling with what to pet Tore ~:E‘
my recipient. which is certalnly an | |
intricale and dilficalt proldeo. 4

Az if that wesn't bad emonagl, /3
oy ia-Laws bave pow deciibal bo po
in for this practice. Christmas this
vear Wikl bBe spEst 12000 miles awsy.
Bationalising why we are flying fve of us
12000 oiiles alb the mosl expensive Ltime of
the vanr to spend quolity time with my
s e-in-law i an even nsoese inlEicale anal
difficalt problem. My sister-in-lase, in
whass aslablislinent we will e aslelnaling
Christ's hitth, hos sent a [l agenda and
menws far aur stay, including an instree-
tion thet we sheald only buy presents
far the childray ol the Reily. Adulls
will be allocsted o =single random
vachpienl, in e swme oancer as
tnkes ploee ot my office. [ have drawn
oy brotherdin-aw and oiy busland his
fathar. I have no ides what we shall par-
chiase for e, bul T am nol so worrisd
ahout that as the iniricate nnd diffionl:
prolem of deciding what cur children ane
gaing to perform wt the family coneert on
Chrletbnas BEve. 1 Tind watchiog oy own
children give pablic periormences exeraci-
aling al Lhe Test af Gomes, sa how o geing
o find waiching my nicces ard nephews, 1
caisnant Lhink.

What I readly wamt for Christmns is £5.000
wattly af Iipesuctiche 1 have Lsughl Lsls e

ment grows ench year, snd so 1 have

.-'.-h'¥

same tiene, buat tbhe Gl cenfirmation cume
when exarcising under the harsh repime of
Flally Lhie Balist, whio poals me theaogls oy
paeces in the pym esch weel, At one poln:
EITS kokexl mue up and down and then, after
sane theught and corsulting her notebock,
sabel with g eseisive tooe, P15 RilosT, T imme
distely agresd] with her and promi=ed that 1
wanld try to lose 15 kil s sooh 2% passible

Mrs M reluctantly accepts that liposuction might be a Christmas wish too far

St lookoed il me in exasperation and then
pointed out that she was deciding what
wright b pave B b Bl prress;,

H'T'S has recelved & jolly nloe glit recentls

- @ substantial squares-cut dinmend. This
was from her bavirlersl, when he azked hoy
o bir Bis wife, For some cmsan the mars
T134re 1= ol 1o be i 3005, 1 am all for
cliarands s 2ils bot what is it with beng
anpapements? 1 Just don't see the polnt. 1
wiss o serisl flincé, petting engaged four
times, and frankly 1t wasn't &0 great an
cpericnes that T nessxled it be ga on for 18
months at a streteh. And L don't care what
=gl say ahont enpmeements Bisng o tme
al preparation [or marviaps, I:'II:Ill:'L'iﬂE pre-
TEarcs won far picking =omeone's limnsry off
the bedeaom Noar for 18 vears and more.

In thie mesingime, HTS is sparting the dize
miorel. which hins foreed her to take L time
tix bave a propor manicurs, She rather

begrndpes the cosl of a wankenre but |

miintain that this is compledcly unmssen.
akle. Any gzl who 1= given a substantial
disvaend ring ewes it o the donae 1 speml

20 every now and afein e shaw it off: pesl-
iraer mail varndsh is koo cky Fe wards,

As for the Girlfriends,
if only the shaps stocked
a variety of solvent, single
and heterosexual men

O the same principle [ should oeadly
by a Wellington boaot bag 1o houss my
CO0d wellies instead aof carling Lhemn
around m & bin loer. (Mr bl if you are
resnlicng this, and the Hpesaction is o ld
aexpensive, [ would bike a John Chapman
Wellington boat bag Fer Chris{mis.
That's given him the solution to an
indricate aml dillcull pre@iloem.) Other
suestlons for him pmuidfor the Cost
Centres ene new sheolingg gloves (0 lefl my
mittens behind on a shoot cardier in the sea-
san and it has just become oald eraugh b
miss them), some pink shooting socks pnd
goane SLELAEY expensive ol ensng (1
comibat 11w domege done by all these shoots
[ Biave been an recently wilboud gloves),
And what am 1 going to get for Mr M?
Aoaul the Givlfriends? (This Iast wwould D
gasier if the shops in the West Emd
stacked & ovieriety of =alvent, siongle aml
heterosexual men.) Gifts are indeod an
intriate and difficult probbeon. O in ofler
words, 5 conundram.
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