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makersfile

Chapman

The Making of a Bag

Always digging deep fo bring our readers new experienc
in the reclm of ‘making’, Men’s File wanders lonely os o

cloud and traverses England's Loke District betore arriving
at an old fannery at the edge of Carlisle. Chapman is a

traditional bag maker, originally specialising in equestriar
hunting, shooting and Fishing products. They work in leath
and wu’rer-pr&nhd canvas and tweed and now make a ve
fashionable collection for their own Chupman Fonge g5 w
as for some of the most exacting clients anywhere in the

world. Guite simply they are amongst the best amywhere.

After some negotiation they ogreed to turn their considera
skills towards o project inifiated by Men’s File's retail arm,
The Curator. This is the manufaciure of @ 1960s Helmet ar
Leathers motorcycle bog that will be for sale on the websit
in the spring of 2011 in their VELO MOTO section (keep |
look out. Ed.). This features a ‘sling’ type construction whi
means the natural webbing handles run right under the be
and support heavy weights thus making it impossible for o
handles 1o breakaway from the body of the bag. America
nickel ploted dome-op rivets are also used to add even m
strength. The Curotor has o simple aim - fo moke items the
you see in archival pholographs but are impossible to find
teday and this bag is o perfect exomple.

Alter arriving af the workshop we were able fo follow the

production of the first prototype by Chapman's master bog
maker. It's easy to exoggerate the quality of warkmanship
materials but within this small team of machinists, cutters o
finishers there's a real feeling of pride in what they do anc
that means a great end result, It wos o wonderful experien
to work with such o company and we suggest you visit the
website soon.

www.chapmanbags.com
www.thecurator.co.uk



